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For the attention of Mr P Baguley – Planning & Environment Officer
Dear Mr Baguley
Re:   Planning Application – Reference No: 2010/0289
Address of Proposal: Severn Trent Water Plc, Stoke Lane, Stoke Bardolph,                  Nottingham, NG14 5HL

I am writing to object to the proposed wind turbine development at Burton Joyce/Stoke Bardolph.

Whilst I am a firm believer in renewable forms of energy, and appreciate that we as a nation need to generate more renewable forms of energy I feel that this proposal is inappropriate for this location for the following reasons:-
1.  These 132m turbines are too close (approx 580m from my house) to a large centre of population. I believe there are somewhere in the region of 400 properties within 1000m and 3000 properties within 2000m. They will completely dominate the otherwise low level area therefore changing the whole character and feel of the village.
2.  They are too close to a popular sports facility and, should the application be granted, it will ultimately result in that facility closing as most of the teams/clubs who use it have said they would not continue to play there due to the close proximity of the turbines causing unwanted additional noise and the constant rotating of the blades giving rise to Shadow & Solar Flicker.
3.
The proposed site is inappropriate in relation to the environment.  The site is adjacent to the River Trent in a popular location for anglers, walkers, cyclists and other casual users of the countryside.  There is little enough popular countryside within easy travelling distance of Nottingham and two wind turbines of this size would overwhelm the environment.  There are a number of people who walk their dogs in the fields on a regular basis and this enjoyment would be destroyed.
4  I believe that Severn Trent have calculated that the residents on Nottingham Road will suffer Shadow Flicker for up to 72 hours. This is an enormous amount of time. Those of us who have the large banking to the rear of our properties struggle with natural light at the best of times, and being subjected to a strobe effect which results in us having to close our curtains/blinds  will leave us living in darkness for large periods of time.
.
The detrimental impact upon residents in close proximity such as those living on Nottingham Road in Burton Joyce is totally unacceptable. They will suffer from noise pollution, the adverse effects of shadow flicker and, over and above these two factors, the overwhelming visual impact of these turbines.  
I believe that I can speak for all of the residents closest affected geographically by these turbines in stating that none of us would have purchased the houses that we are now in should be have had prior warning of the possibility of these ‘monstrosities’ being erected – and virtually in our own front gardens!  We could not, therefore, expect anybody else to wish to purchase our properties and would be stuck living here with the consequences – is that a fair situation for hard-working, law-abiding citizens of this country to find themselves in through absolutely no fault of their own? 
I appreciate that your response would be that there is no real proof that wind turbines in close proximity to dwellings affects the value of such properties in a negative way but – I ask you in all sincerity – would you wish to purchase or be stuck living in such a property yourself?.
In summary, all renewable energy projects need to be sympathetically sited and a balance needs to be achieved between the benefits of renewable energy to the wider population and the detrimental impact upon the local population.  This proposal is totally inappropriate on so many levels – to the point where it beggars believe that it has got to the point where a planning application has been submitted for the same – and impacts too heavily upon the population of Burton Joyce.

Should these wind turbines be constructed, Burton Joyce will be blighted and known locally as the village with the wind turbines – not the pleasant village that it has the name of at present – and there will be no upside to this for the residents at all. 
In short, Mr Baguley, please let common sense and consideration for the local populace prevail and throw out this proposal with immediate effect.

Yours sincerely
